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His tory, M.A. 
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The Master of Art s degree program in history prov ides intensive g radu ate training in Eu ropean, Latin 

Ame rican, Public, and United States history. The progra m prepares students to pursue doctoral studies, 
to teach h istory at the seco ndary, commu nity, or j un io r college levels , or to find employment in pu blic 
history fie lds, and it provides rigorous study in the humanities for those from non- academic 

p rofessions . 

Prer equisites 

srndents applying to the M.A. program in history shou ld have twenty- one hours of undergraduate 

history, includ ing 6 hours each of European and American history o r the equivalent. Fo r regu lar 

ad mission to t he M.A. program in history, a slUdent must submit satisfactory GRE (Graduate Record 

Examination) scores, three letter of recommendat ion, t ranscr ipts, a w rit ing samp le (8- 12 pages), and 

a statement of purpose. 

M .A . Degree P r ogram s 

T hes is and exam tracks may be ar ranged in consultation w it h the st udent's committee chair and the 
Graduate Coordinator in History. 

History M.A. 

Thes is Traclc 

T he thes is track req uires a minimum of 30 ho urs of gr aduate courses, w ith at least 18 hours in 

courses numbered above 500 (wit h a limit of 12 hours in cou rses numbered HIST S 15, HIST 

52 5 and HIST 535). At least 24 of the 30 hour s must be taken i n graduate history course s 

includ ing (1) HIST 590 - Histor iography (taken d uring the srndent's fi rst year); (2) HIST 505 -

Research Writ ing Seminar (taken during t he student' s first year); (3) a minimum of 9 semeste r 

hours, including a g raduate seminar , in the student 's major fie ld of history; (4) a minimum o f 6 

semester hour s, including a g rad uate seminar, in t he student' s m inor fie ld of history; and (S) 

HIST 599 - Thesis Research and Thesis. The student is admitted to the thes is track only af ter 

receiving approval from the srndent's thesis prospect us committee and the Grad uate 

Coordinator for his/ her thesis p rospectus. The thesis pr ospectus should be approved in the 

student's seco nd semester of fu l l- t ime graduate study in history. Six hour s may, w ith the 
approval of t he student's committee chair and the Graduate Coord inato r, be tak en in a 

discipline other than history. 

Exam Track : 

The exam track requires a m inimum of 33 semester hours of gr aduate courses, w ith at least l S 

hours in courses numbered above 500 (wit h a l im it of 12 ho urs in cou rses numbered HIST 

S l 5, HIST 525 and HIST 535). At least 27 of the 33 must be taken in graduate courses in 

history , includ ing (l) HIST S90 - Historiog raphy (taken during the student' s f irst year); (2) HIST 

SOS - Research Wri t ing Seminar (taken du ring the srndent 's fi rst year); (3) a minimum of 12 

hours (including a g raduate seminar) in the student 's major f ield of history; (4) a minimum of 6 

semester hours, including a graduate seminar, in t he student' s m inor field of history; and (S) 

satisfactory completio n of HIST 59 2 Capsto ne Read ings Cou rse (taken d uring student's final 

semester). Three hours, may, w it h the approval of the student"s committee chair and the 
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as a major field is pursued under this track and requires the completion of an Internship, wh ich 

may necessitate cravel to an internship site. 

History M .A., Public History Concentration 

Thesis Track: 

T he Public History thesis t rack requ ires a minimum of 36 hours of g raduate courses, wi th at 

least 18 hours in cour ses n umbered above 500 (w ith a l imit of 12 hours in courses numbered 

HIST 515, HIST 52 5 and HIST 535). At least 30 of the 36 hou rs must be taken in grad uate 
history courses including: (1 ) HIST 590 - Historiogr aphy (taken during the student's first year); 

(2) HIST 505 - Research Wri t ing Seminar (taken during t he student' s first year) ; (3) HIST 5 l o -

Introduction to Public History ; (4) HIST 5 75 Pract ic ing Public History ; (5) a min imum of 9 

semester hour s, including a graduate seminar, in the student ' s major f ield of h istory; (6) a 

minimum of 9 semester hours, includ ing a g raduate seminar, in t he student's minor f ield of 
history; and (7) HIST 599 Thesis Research and Thesis, 6 credits. The student is admitted to the 

thesis track only after receiv ing approval from the student's thesis prosp ectus commin ee and 

the Graduate Coordinato r for his/ her thesis p ro spectus. The t hesis p ro spectus should be 

approved in the student 's second semester of full- t ime g raduate study in history. Six hour s 
may, wi th the approval o f the student's committee chair and t he Graduat e Coordinato r, be 

taken in a d iscipline other than h istory. 

Exam Track: 

T he Public History non - thesis t rack requires a m inimum of 36 semester hours of gr aduate 

courses, w it h at least 15 hours in courses numbered above 500 (w ith a limit of 12 hours in 

courses numbered HIST 515, HIST 525 and HIST 535). At least 30 of the 36 hours must be 

taken in graduate courses in history, including ( l) HIST 590 - Histo riograp hy (taken during t he 

student's fi rst year); (2) HIST 505 - Research Writ ing Seminar (taken during the st udent's first 

year); (3) HIST 51 0 - Introduct ion to Public Hist ory; (4) HIST 575 - Practicing Public History; (5) 

a minim um of 12 semester hou rs, including a g raduate seminar, in the student's major field of 

history; (6) a minimum o f 12 semester hours, includ ing a g raduate seminar, in the student' s 

minor field of history; (7) satisfactory complet ion of HIST 592 Capstone Readings Course. Six 

hours may, with the approval of the student's committee chair and the Graduate Coord inacor, 

be taken in a d iscipline other t han history. 

Areas of Graduate Study 

T he Depart ment of History offers courses in four ar eas: European, Lat in American, Public1 and Uni ted 

States histo ry. Stud ents pursue bot h a maj or and a secondary fie ld of study. 

Language Requirements 

T he department does not require knowledge of an approved language other t han Engli sh for the 

master's deg ree. Read ing knowledge of one or more foreign languages may be requi red depend ing 

on area of specialization, however. The languag e examinat ion must be satisfactori ly completed 

before any part of the comprehensive examination is taken. 

Comprehensive Examination 

In the final semester of coursework, stud ents in the exam track of the M.A. program i n histo ry are 

required to complete a comprehens ive examination that includes w ritten and oral components. The 

comprehensive examination assesses students' fam iliarity with the historical narrative and significant 
scholarsh ip in the maj or and secondary f ields of study. Students are ex pected to demon strate more 

special ized knowled ge in areas in which t hey took g raduate courses. Thesi s- track students also are 

required to pass an o ral d efense of thesis upon complet ion of t he thesis. The thesis must be 

submitted to each committee member well in advance of the oral defense. 

Procedures 

Following admission to the M.A. program in history, students will register for cou rses upon the 

advice of the Director of Graduate Studies in History. The Dir ector of Graduate Studies will assist the 

student in p repar ing a comprehens ive, but perhaps tentat ive, cour sework proj ect ion and in selecting 
a major f ield . After the completion of 12 hours o f graduate histo ry cour se work , t he student wil l 

declare a maj or field and consult w ith the Director of Graduate Stu dies to select the student's 

committee chair. The chair of the stud ent's committee and the Director of Graduate Studies in History 
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ass ume the functions of comprehens ive, long- range p lan ning and advise the student regard ing each 
semester's registration. The Director of Graduate Studies will co ntinue to advise the student each 
semester. 

The maximum course load for a graduate student in history is fifteen semester hours during a 
regular semester and n ine semeste r hours during a summer session . Graduate assistants with full 

ass istantship responsibilities a re restricted to a maximum of n ine semester hours d uring a semester. 
It is expected that full- time students will complete a ll requireme nts for t he M.A. degree within two 
years. Howeve r, to apply toward a master's deg ree, course credit must be earned within s ix years 
immed iately preceding the date on which the student completes deg ree requirements. 
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